
Minutes FINAL 

CITY OF EVART 

REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING 

February 2, 2015 

  

Meeting called to order at 7:00 p.m. 

Present:  Mayor Eric Schmidt; Councilmembers  Dan Elliott, BJ Foster, Casey Keysor, 

Gregg Sherman; City Clerk Seraphim Bieri; Acting City Manager/Treasurer Sarah Dvoracek 

Absent:  City Manager  Zack Szakacs 

  

Guests: Beverly Stevens, Ayla Schmidt, Teresa Swift-Eckert, TJ Keena, Maryann Borden, Bob 

“Weself” (sp?), James Hollihan, Joe “Sinkler” (sp?), Jim White – City Attorney, Harriet Bieri, 

Stanley Bieri, Nicole Hammer Weis – Cadillac News, Karin Armbruster – Pioneer, Travis 

Douglas, Jacalyn R. Beam, Ryan Douglas, Police Chief Backing, Sergeant John Beam, TV 9 & 

10 News 

  

Citizenry Comments:   None 

  

Moved by Keysor, seconded by Sherman to accept the agenda. 

Passed unanimously. 

  

Approval of Current and Past Minutes: 

  

JANUARY 5
th

 Minutes – Revised, DRAFT II: 

  



The City Clerk provided a revised draft of the January 5, 2015 meeting minutes.  The Mayor 

asked the Clerk for clarification if it was her intent to have Council approve Draft II in its 

entirety or merely the newly added “Overview of Motions” section.  Clerk Bieri indicated that 

she expected the entire document to be the minutes for approval.   Councilmember Foster sought 

clarification of what the Clerk intends to have published for the public record.  Clerk Bieri stated 

that a minimized summary is what the City actually places in the newspaper, with the Minutes in 

full available both at City Hall and on the City’s website.  There was discussion regarding the 

Council’s concerns with the content of the minutes.  Councilmember Foster reiterated his 

preference for a simplified version.  The City Attorney, again, indicated that there could be 

adverse legal consequences from  minutes that contain excessive detail, nuances, opinions and 

adjectives that have been found present in the Clerk’s minutes.  Both Attorney White and 

Councilmember Sherman were concerned about the potential liability presented by all of the 

embellishments provided throughout the minutes.  The City Clerk continued to defend her 

proposed minutes style, referring to an Attorney General Opinion.   Councilmember Elliott stated 

that the Attorney General represents the State of Michigan and not the City of Evart.  Mr. Jim 

White has been and is the Attorney for the City.  Mr. White’s is the advice that should be 

followed.  Additionally the City Attorney indicated that the Attorney General Opinion states that 

the public body referred to in that opinion is the legislative body, or in this instance, the Evart 

City Council.  It is the Evart City Council which determines the contents of its approved minutes. 

  

The Mayor, asked if the recorded meeting tape could serve as the detailed Minutes. 

Councilmember Elliott stated that those recordings, except for the one year requirement to retain 

executive session recordings, according to public records retention policies in Michigan should 

be destroyed upon adoption of City Council approved minutes as the official meeting 

record.  Mr. Elliott identified several sections of the proposed minutes for appropriate inclusion 

in the minutes in order for the City Council to agree upon a satisfactory record of the January 5, 

2015 meeting. 

  

It was moved by Elliott, seconded by Sherman to adopt his specific list of paragraphs and 

sentences, creating streamlined Minutes for January 5, 2015. 

Passed unanimously 

  

  

January19
th

 Minutes: 

The Mayor called for a motion to approve, none was offered. No discussion followed. 

  



Acting City Manager Dvoracek discussed the LDFA request for support for a railroad feasibility 

study.  Mr. Elliott addressed the Council regarding some of his concerns regarding reestablishing 

railroad service.  While he did not object to a feasibility study, he believed there needed to be a 

commitment by a very significant rail user and the Michigan Department of Transportation in 

order to commit significant financial resources to rail service.  He suggested that a delay until the 

issue could be addressed when LDFA Director Theunick was present would be advisable.  Mr. 

Elliott indicated that he had discussed his concerns with LDFA Board Chairman Dennis Beemer 

and was not yet able to discuss the State of Michigan role with Senator Darwin Booher. 

  

Unfinished Business: 

  

Landlord/Tenant Housing Ordinance 

Mayor notes that the City has yet to move forward on this. 

  

New Business: 

  

Chief of Police Backing – Dual Presentations: Sgt. Beam / Reserve Officers: 

  

Chief Backing presented Officer Beam with a framed Michigan Association of Chiefs of Police 

“Life Saving Award” certificate of distinction.  The Chief along with EMS paramedic Steve 

Stifler revealed the life saving actions taken by Office Beam during an emergency medical 

response at 2:45 am on June 6
th

 

 
 

Chief Backing introduced new Reserve Officers, Ryan Douglas and TJ Keena, who have just 

completed five (5) months of extensive training with the Sheriff’s department and Evart PD 

focusing on skills ranging from crowd control to defensive tactics to fire arms proficiency.    City 

Clerk Seraphim Bieri swore in each Reserve Officer separately, with Chief Backing deferring to 

Douglas’ father, former Evart Police Chief Dick Douglas, to pin the Evart badge onto his son’s 

uniform. 

  

DIG Grant – Contract Bids Awarded 



Acting City Manager Sarah Dvoracek presented bid summaries .  It is recommended that bids be 

awarded to Crawford Contracting of Mt. Pleasant in the amount of $362,334.40 for Main Street, 

and Rivertown Contractors, Grandville, Mi , in the amount of $216,500.00 for the Pocket 

Park.  It was noted that the combined bids exceed the available grant monies by approximately 

$82,000.  The City is requesting additional grant assistance from The Michigan Economic 

Development Corporation. 

  

Volunteer Fire Department – Special Fire Board Meeting / Brush Truck 

  

Councilman Elliott, as the Council representative to the Fire Board, discussed the expectations 

for the forthcoming February 12
th

 Fire Board Meeting.  He suggested designating the meeting as 

a Special City Council Meeting so that three or more Councilmen may attend, with hopes that all 

would do so.  He indicated that the Fire Board is in the process of completing their first detailed 

budget, including estimates  to replace major fire fighting equipment.  Mr. Elliott  suggested that 

the Fire Department may need restructuring into a “Fire District” in order that it may be able to 

generate tax millage  sufficient to adequately fund the operations and equipment replacement 

needs in the future.  The meeting will begin at  5:30 p.m. Thursday, at the fire house with focus 

on routine business, but with a 6:00 p.m. start to the budget  and joint meeting subject portion. 

  

Treasurer  – Sarah Dvoracek,  reporting 

  

City Treasurer Submitted a Revenue & Expense Report 7/1/14-2/28/15; Manual Check Report 

through 2/2/15; and Vendor List.  It was Moved by Foster, seconded by Elliott to accept the 

Vendor List.  Passed unanimously 

  

City Manager  –  Zack Szakacs not in attendance; Treasurer reporting 

  

Dvoracek distributed a request for Council input on the possible employment of former Park & 

Rec Director Mark Wilson as head of DPW.  She also  reported that Evart’s plow trucks are 

limping along mechanically with radiator, head gasket, fuel injection issues of approximately 

$3,000 plus, and with flex plate problems on the other.  She reported that Manager Szakacs 

spoke with Mr. Bradley about his sign code violations, and that the situation should now be 

resolved. 



  

Police Department  – Chief Kendra Backing, reporting 

Chief Backing presented a written Police Department report. 

  

Moved by Keysor seconded by Sherman to adjourn. Passed unanimously 

  

The meeting adjourned  at 7:43 p.m. 

 


