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CITY OF EVART 

REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING 

September 2, 2014 
 
 

Meeting called to order at 7:00 p.m. 
Present:  Mayor - Eric Schmidt; Council - Dan Elliott, BJ Foster, Casey Keysor,  
Gregg Sherman; City Clerk – Seraphim Bieri; City Manager – Zack Szakacs   
Treasurer Sarah Dvoracek     
Absent: (none) 
 
Guests:   Maryann Borden, Travis Douglas, Jim White – City Attorney, Buck Vallad – 
Director DPW, Patrick Muczynski 
 
Citizenry Comments:   (none) 
  
 
Moved by Keysor, seconded by Sherman to amend the agenda … 
Adding City Manager’s DIG Grant Pocket Park/Street Scape resolution request for bid 
acceptance … and … his request for review of amendments to Ordinance 106-2 defining 
public park ground… 
Passed unanimously 
 
Moved by Foster, seconded by Keysor to amend the minutes of August 18 changing page 
1 LDFA paragraph’s “she” reference to instead represent Szakacs as having attended the 
Board meeting…    
Passed unanimously 
 
The LDFA - Director Melora Theunick, not in attendance 
Minutes of their July 9 Board Meeting submitted which included: (a)  motion to gift McNeilly 
property to the City with expectation it returns to the LDFA becoming part of the Evart 
Industrial Park, and (b) the decision to discontinue pursuit of sale of various land parcels at 
this time. 
 
The DDA – Director Al Weinberg, not in attendance 
City Manager pointed out that while there was no one at the DDA to handle the DDA’s 
government mandated tax forms within pressing deadlines, the City Treasurer volunteered 
a tremendous amount of her time to flush out and complete the required Personal Tax 
forms on their behalf – meeting the August deadline.  The DDA will not be charged. 
 
Unfinished Business: 

 2014/15 Goals 
City Manager hopes that Foster will revisit his submission since “drug testing” is already 
city policy.  It was determined that Sherman’s recommendation(s) is lost in email and will 
be resubmitted.  Szakacs responds to Foster’s remark that Council take drug tests by 
noting that as elected vs. employed individuals, the City Attorney would need to be 
consulted about the legality.  Finally, City Manager points out to Council that with staff, if 
they are found to be “using” but request help for their addition, the City becomes obligated 
to aide in recovery (what can be an expensive process) and cannot dismiss said employee 
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initially. Ultimately he asserts that Evart is proudly “very transparent” with alcohol/drug 
testing. 

 Sale of City Owned Land – Bids Revealed 
Mayor requests to be removed from chairmanship during the discussion. 
Moved by Keysor, seconded by Elliott to honor the recusal… 
Passed unanimously 
Mayor Pro tem Keysor temporarily assumes the gavel.   

(a) City Manager emphasizes that of all the parcels advertised for sale, only three bids  
were received on three separate lots.  He reminds Council they can accept or reject offers 
including opting to sell none at offered prices, but he notes the money Evart spent in 
advertising the sale and the budget-eating expense of mowing/grooming each parcel that 
remains City property instead of creating a taxpayer with the sale. 

(b) Foster asks if there are stipulations being imposed or promises made as to timelines  
for use or re-purposing.  “no” 

(c) Mayor alludes to his general plan for River Street property possibly putting modular  
home in and give to his children or selling it. 

(d) Sherman asks how long has the City owned these.  (no answer) 
BIDS RECEIVED (cover letter dated August 27, 2014 from City Manager): 
#67-51-750-805-00 -- N/E corner Cedar @ 11th (LOTs 781 & 805) -- Jody Hardy  $200 
#67-51-100-230-00 -- 116 East 4th Street                                        -- Eric Schmidt  $250 
#67-51-100-235-00 -- 319 North River Street                        -- Eric Schmidt  $250 
Moved by Elliott, seconded by Keysor to approve the sale to each of the three bidders… 
Passed unanimously 
 
New Business: 

 Request for Council Action – DPW $45,000 Well #3 Refurbishing 
Request drafted by Vallad details well’s near 40% loss of capacity, paired with March 2013 
consultants’ assessment of high priority repairs to #3 and the repair budget estimate falling 
within the $75,000 line item “Well Improvements” in the fiscal budget, garnered the City 
Treasurer’s approval.  Vallad notes that $45,000 takes into consideration “reasonable 
contingencies” discoverable once project is underway.  Well #3 is the furthest west from the 
first driveway, i.e. “in the center of the well field”. 
Moved by Keysor, seconded by Elliott to approve the money requested… 
Passed unanimously 
DPW Director adds that Well #1 is using a “loaner” motor and will require approximately 
$20,000 in repairs. 

 DIG Grant Bid Acceptance 
Szakacs presents two cover letters from consultants Fleis & Vandenbrink (8/21/14 & 
9/2/14) with three bids/quotes each for the acquisition vs. installation of 28 decorative street 
light fixtures and the 20-foot steel gazebo, respectively. He notes that these smaller 
projects include made-to-order lighting vs. “off the shelf”; that both have garnered the all-
important stamp of approval from the state’s historical division (SHPO); and that the smaller 
project size allows for local vendors.   
Moved by Keysor, seconded by Elliott to authorize City Manager to accept the lowest bids 
on each project (Cadillac Michigan’s Standard Electric Company $86,380.00 / Okemos 
Michigan’s Midwest Miracle Company $20,017.00) … 
Passed unanimously 
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 Park Ordinance Amendment – Definition of  “City Park” 
City Manager notes that Planning Commission brought to his attention “Old Hessler 
Property” having been renamed “Evart Sports Complex” still did not exist in City’s 
Ordinance.  Szakacs also notes the need for the new Riverside East to be identified. City 
Attorney raises some concern that the language suggests “in residential areas” but are 
they?  Councilman Elliott suggests that wording should be tweaked to account for these 
and any future park/recreation spots so as to eliminate any disputes of authority or simple 
oversights years down the road.  White thinks it unnecessary since amendments at the 
time can easily be executed. Elliott emphases the wisdom of being proactive so City 
Attorney offers sample language.  Vallad inquires if Cemetery is considered “park”?  
“no”, according to White, it is its own entity.  
Moved by Foster, seconded by Sherman to amend the Ordinance, creating Ordinance 
#2014-2 to address the new properties and any/all future ones… 
Bieri requests clarification that Council wishes to include “future locale” language but not 
“residential zone” concerns as it may or may not pertain to Rails to Trails and Riverside 
East”; “correct”. 
Passed unanimously 
 

 Treasurer  - Sarah Dvoracek reporting  
Submission of Manual Check Report through September 2, 2014; Revenue/Expenditure 
Report 7/1/14-8/31/14 and Vendor List. 
Moved by Foster, seconded by Schmidt to accept Vendor List as submitted 
Passed  unanimously 
 

 City Manager – Zack Szakacs reporting 
1) Distributes Nestle’s Ice Mountain Well #5 timeline (dated 8/13/14) with hopes that all will 

be completed as of this December. 
2) Looks to have Pocket Park bid in two sections with goal of eliciting local contractors. 
3) Calls upon Sherman to join him for a Labor Relations meeting; next Wednesday 3:15pm 

was agreed upon. 
4) Distributed six (6) page Personal Property Tax information guide. 

 

 Police Department   –  Chief Backing, not present 
 

 Department of Public Works – Director Buck Vallad reporting 
1) Pine Street project completed, final impact on water is a 20% infiltration  

improvement. 
2) Received letter today from Ventra (“Evart Products”) suggesting that half of their 

presses are now connected to the new reclamation system with their goal being October 1st 
to be 100% operational.  This will mean the start of citywide water rate increases. Vallad 
falls short of recommending the change be calendared, but wants Council to be apprised of 
the impending move by Ventra, and by extension, the impact on City policy. 

3) New LDFA  “Welcome to Evart” signs are in mid-installation and he has received  
both good and bad feedback.  Agrees that while they are attractive, he concurs that their 
black metal lettering is extremely hard to see even when one knows where to look while 
driving.  Vallad is asking Council to consider any recommendations on how to help the sign 
“pop”. 

4) Vallad is waiting to hear back about the mower. 
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 Mayor Highlights City Events 
Notes forthcoming 2nd Annual Halloween Haunted Trail in Riverside Park East and wonders 
if DDA construction will interfere with Trick-or-Treating along Main Street.  Vallad and City 
Attorney forecast a construction “mess”; Szakacs recommends omitting Main Street 
Halloween this year; Vallad suggests contacting DDA Director to request construction begin 
at the Guyton Park end of Main Street – preserving downtown for the festivities. 
 

 City Attorney – Jim White reporting 
Summarizes his attention on Ordinances, City policies, contracts and Teamsters. 
 

  City Clerk Details Invitation for 4th Annual Community Appreciation Dinner 
Bieri reviews the invitation distributed from the Evart United Methodist Church noting it is a 
“thank you event” staged for Fire, Police, EMS and this year – City Council, with the added 
opportunity at the September 11th event to have each branch of the City share ideas on 
how the church community might be able to buoy, aide, reinforce goals and needs of each 
city department. Reservations are critical and she urges Council and City Manager to 
R.S.V.P. accordingly. 
 

 City Clerk Reviews “Citywide Garage Sale Weekend” 
Shares flyers which were distributed throughout town to merchants.  Notes that the 
Thursday-Monday Labor Day Weekend event was well received and well advertised 
(“Herald”, “Cadillac News”, “Pioneer”, “Voice”) and that beginning in 2015 the annual event 
moves to coincide with Dulcimer Weekend in order to take advantage of out-of-town dollars 
being spent locally. 
 
 
 
 
 
Moved by Keysor, seconded by Sherman … 
… Adjournment at 7:30 p.m.  
Passed unanimously 


