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CITY OF EVART 

                                 Public Hearing – Vacating of Oak Street & 

REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING 

 
May 19, 2014 

 
Meeting called to order at 7:00 p.m. 
7:00 p.m. – 7:20 p.m. Public Hearing on Proposed Vacation of a portion of the right-of-

way where Oak Street extends south of 12
th

 Street; the stretch in consideration abuts lots 867 

and 868 of the original City of Evart Plat Map. 
 
Present:  Mayor – Eric Schmidt; Council - Dan Elliott, BJ Foster, Casey Keysor, 
Gregg Sherman; City Clerk – Seraphim Bieri; City Manager – Zack Szakacs;   
Treasurer Sarah Bigelow  
Absent: (none) 
 
Guests:   Miranda Lorenz, Ryan Douglas, Becky Tea, Dan Scoles, Patrick Muczynski, 
Kendra Backing – Chief of Police, Susie Booker, Sandra A. Ranjel,  
James White – City Attorney, Buck Vallad – Director DPW  
 
Citizenry Comments: 
<<Buck Vallad>> DPW Director reminds Council that the zone in question would be the 
future Lift site; City Attorney reassures that Resolution’s language would grant that access.  
<<Councilman Elliott>> Reminds Council of his May 5 recommendation that a 99yr/$1.00 
lease be enacted instead, preserving the site not only as a previously studied preferred 
river crossing and waste water plant locale, but in keeping with Evart’s Master Plan which 
mandates aggressive preservation and acquisition of “community river access”.  
Conversation ensues with City Manager, City Attorney as to what effect such a lease would 
have on future sale of the property (with references to “Connor O’Malley’s” and DeWitt’s 
encroachments on city owned land), Councilman Foster asserting that citizens/business 
owners cannot sell City land anyway.  Elliott wondering if a “Public Access to the 
Riverbank” clause could be added to the Resolution. Szakacs notes that Master Plan no 
longer calls for the public’s river access. 
<<Dan Scoles>> Property owner explains how he and wife were mislead at time of 
purchase to understand they owned the property under their vacation home and septic; 
new desire to erect fence required surveyor and he revealed the conflict.  Adds that there is 
a storm drain there likely preventing much construction. 
<<Attorney Jim White>> City Attorney reasserts that easement language protects city for 
future building onsite. 
<<Councilman Elliott>> Again urges inclusion of riverbank public access verbiage. 

 
Public Hearing on Vacating Portion of South Oak Street concludes. 
 
 
Moved by Foster, seconded by Keysor to approve the agenda  
Passed unanimously 
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City Clerk summarizes changes to draft Minutes to the satisfaction of Council (numeric 
adjustments page 3, 4 & 5; anonymous citizen identified page 1; Roll Call vote 
distinguished water vs. budget; year clarified page 8). Sherman requests Bieri have 
Cadillac News correct its misprint identifying him incorrectly as having voted against Fiscal 
Budget.  Moved by Keysor, seconded by Sherman approved the minutes of May 5, 2014 …  
Passed unanimously 
 
 
The LDFA - Director Melora Theunick not in attendance  
 
The DDA – Director Al Weinberg not in attendance 
City Manager reports that façade assistance was granted for the buggy place – aluminum 
siding and signage. 
 
Unfinished Business: 

 Resolution to Vacate a Portion of South Oak Street 
Moved by Foster, seconded by Keysor to approve as drafted by City Attorney. 
Elliott wants inclusion of “public access”. City Manager questions if it is fair to homeowners 
to have loitering, drinking, campfire-lighting folks in their riverfront yard.  White summarizes 
Elliott’s request to be a “Public Recreational Access”, but personally feels the public utility 
language sufficiently covers Evart concerns. Foster asserts his appreciation for existing 
language. ROLL CALL VOTE RESOLUTION (#4-2014) called, vacating the described 
property with the existing language as drafted by City Attorney:    
 Ayes:    Keysor, Schmidt, Sherman, Foster 
 Nays:    Elliott 
 Abstentions:    (none) 
(see attached resolution*) 
Passed  with 4 – 1 majority 

 Brush Pick-up – Streets Committee 
City Manager informed Council of this coming Thursday’s Streets Committee meeting. 

 Cemetery Rate Increases 
City Manager will be meeting Wednesday with the auditors and City Treasurer as to 
creating a Cemetery Enterprise Fund. 
 
 
 New Business: 

 City Assessor’s Annual Report – Assessor Vicki Cushman not in attendance 
City Manager is unaware of why she is not on site. Notes that her inclusion was at the 
Assessor’s own request. 

  Ventra Corporation Water/Sewer-rate Request 
>> DPW Director communication of May 13 detailed and charted the impact of honoring the 
factory’s request.  Ventra (“Evart Products”) is seeking absolution from the July 1 rate and 
policy changes since construction of their money-saving Cooling Tower has fallen behind 
schedule; September is their new likely start-date.  Vallad notes that under the new fiscal 
policy, their bill would more than double. He endorses a gesture of their being allowed to 
pay their current monthly average ($37,000) through October 2014 being excused from the 
new rate structure until 11/1/14.  Vallad reminds Council of its options which include 
invoking all new Sewer considerations and partial water, granting allowances on both rates, 
as well as not negotiating on any aspects.  
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>> City Clerk points out that the pending rate increases are not a surprise nor ambush and 
that while Ventra is a highly valued resident, their construction delays should not be Evart’s 
crisis while the City faces such difficult fiscal constraints. She adds this is especially worth 
considering when at this Council’s last session they unanimously approved a Fiscal Budget 
reliant exclusively on each penny generated by the newly approved Water/Sewer revenues. 
>> There is concern that if a specific date is not included in this decision, Evart suddenly 
ties its own hands long term.  The Mayor wonders what the impact is if Ventra experiences 
additional setbacks.  It was determined that that would ultimately keep everyone happy 
(presuming citizens simultaneously enjoy the temporary extension of the current 
$1.09/1,000 gallon Water rate). 
Moved by Keysor, seconded by Foster to invoke all Sewer and Water policy changes, but 
to grant a delay in increasing the commodity rate for water usage from $1.09 to the 
approved $2.30 for Ventra and all residents until such time as the Ventra Cooling Tower 
comes on line (subsequent billing month to be debut of final stage of rate changes).  
Passed unanimously 

 Participation with Osceola County in National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP) 
City Manager communication of May 14 addresses the discovery that the City’s Flood Plan 
Insurance resolutions and ordinances are outdated.  Szakacs requests authorization to 
pursue participation. Moved by Keysor, seconded by Schmidt …  
Passed  unanimously 

 Closure of 6th Street – between N. Pine & N. Hemlock 
City Manager and Ranjel family describe family’s desire to have their section closed to 
through traffic on Saturday June 7, 2014 (11:00a.m. – 10:00p.m) to accommodate a 
wedding reception.  A signed affidavit from all five affected neighbors accompanied the 
request. City Manager agreed to notify Fire Department accordingly. 
Moved by Keysor, seconded by Schmidt …  
Passed  unanimously 

 Pine Street Repair – OHM Consultant’s Contractor Recommendation 
City Manager shares OHM’s May 9th recommendation to accept bid ($161,964.55) from 

Pete’s Contracting, Inc. of Falmouth, Michigan, it having been the lowest of five (5) * 
received for the replacement of the water main. Others ranged to $275,469.50*.  Pete’s 

figures come in at approximately 7% below OHM engineers’ estimate for probable cost to 
the city of Evart for the Pine Street Project.  This is the stretch of Pine past The Iron Skillet 
at U.S. 10 toward Railroad Avenue near City Hall. 
Moved by Foster, seconded by Keysor to accept OHM’s suggestion of Pete’s Contracting, 
Inc. …   Passed  unanimously 
          (*)  There are typographical conflicts discovered by Bieri regarding these within the OHM             

  communique; clarification will be sought by her prior to Minutes approval vote. 

 Closure of Railroad Avenue  - in front of Crossroads Church & The Depot 
City Manager explains that this debut event being co-hosted by Springhill Camps and 
Crossroads Church will be in the same locations and with the same spirit as Evart’s 
“Christmas in a Small Town” annual event which also utilizes the City Hall grounds.  The 
street closure is for this “Family Fun Night” on May 29, 2014 from 2:30p.m. until 8:00p.m. 
Moved by Keysor, seconded by Schmidt …  
Passed  unanimously 
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 Treasurer  - Sarah Bigelow reporting 
1) Foster introduces a question of what the $450/monthly check to Kelly (web guru) buys the 

City.  City Manager lauds her knowledge and timeliness in keeping Evart on top of the 
EVART.ORG site, as well as with our Twitter and Facebook communications.  He urges 
Council to recognize that the “slide show” which is the home page on Evart’s website can 
readily be expanded if they have images/recommendations (including the forthcoming 
“Family Fun Night” May 29th).  Her contract expires this July, Szakacs notes that renewal 
was budgeted for and perhaps LDFA/DDA could cost-share this expense.  He adds that 
LDFA owes the city coffers $6,000 in maintenance fees. 

2) Submission of Summary of All Funds as of April 1, 2014; Manual Check Report for May 7, 
2014 through May19, 2014; and Vendor List. 

Moved by Keysor, seconded by Sherman to accept Vendor List as submitted 
Passed  unanimously 

 City Manager – Zack Szakacs reporting 
1) Debut of “City Manager’s Communications” summary page (week of May 6-15). 
2) Two page handout “Local Government Revenue Sources”. 
3) Ice Mountain is expressing interest in purchasing Wells #6 & #7 knowing that Evart 

Water/Sewer rates are on the rise.  Szakacs emphasizes that millions of dollars of long term 
revenue would be forfeited in such a sale.  They additionally are seeking a contract 
extension even though current language (rates/terms) extend through 2025.  Foster 
instructs City Manager to make certain Ice Mountain (Nestle) follows the proper channels of 
addressing the Water/Sewer Committee.  

4) DPW Director notes that DeWitt’s business interests are also expressing a desire to 
purchase wells (#10 & #11). 

5) Received May 14 letter of thanks from Reed City City Manager for Buck Vallad’s quick 
response and Evart’s DPW aide in a recent spill at the Yoplait factory. 

6) Notes that while we always pay/contribute, wonders if current Council desires to continue 
financially aligning with Mecosta County (Mecosta Conservation District) underwriting public 
hazardous waste disposal site.  Vallad feels Evart more than recoups the expense on city-
generated waste products alone.  Szakacs did not budget for this and an amendment would 
be required; Keysor recommends approaching Ice Mountain to underwrite this; Sherman 
suggests the vote be taken only if Ice Mountain declines. At June 2, 2014 Council Meeting, 
decision to be finalized based on Nestle response. 

7) As to the Stanley property, tenacious pursuit of corrected figures by the City Treasurer has 
lead to a reduction to 2.79% in light of the LDFA involvement. However fingers of blame are 
going in multiple directions and so far no retroactive credits are being granted despite this 
dating back to 2012.  Bieri calls for a “bravo” for the Treasurer’s undaunted effort to save the 
city money. 

 Police Department – Chief Kendra Backing reporting 

 POLICE AUXILLARY OPTION:  Chief shares May 5th letter from officer Beam urging 
recreation of an Evart police auxiliary force.  Backing describes her vision of a manageable 
implementation in the face of budget cuts:  a) unpaid volunteers, limited to two to three at a 
time  b) duties centered on selective enforcement issues – blight; 10-day follow-ups; traffic 
detail; community events – Egg Drop, Independence Day; disasters  c) almost exclusively 
to be accompanied by an officer.  The Chief’s goal is to avoid the rampant chaos of 
previous programs.  Adds that there is no grievance from the union (which is happy to pass 
along these more mundane tasks to volunteers vs. officers) and that the Sheriff’s 
Department has a similar program. Mayor questions if volunteers can make the judgment 
calls necessary; Backing reassures him that ordinance language is quite clear. Sherman 
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questions what wardrobe and wardrobe budget would be in play.  Backing is going to fine 
tune her options, but considering polo shirt with fatigues. Mayor questions if there is 
insurance expense.  Chief can cover them with MMRMA small plans which City Manager 
confirms cost less than Workers’ Comp rates.  Several candidates are already in the wings 
(one in college looking to attend Police Academy, another is an aviation intern already 
serving on her school’s police force, and a third will be entering Ferris State’s Criminal 
Justice Program).  Backing requests Council endorsement so she may begin drafting 
program parameters.  Foster points out a motion is not possible since it was not an agenda 
item.  White and Bieri note that she is looking for a philosophical endorsement at this stage.  
Foster summarizes with the goal of voting at next Council meeting with hopes that program 
might be in place in time for Independence Day activities. 
 MISCELLANEOUS REMARKS:  Last day on the job for laid-off officer Michelle 
Gebben was Saturday.  North end of town has seen 40 “junk auto” problems and blight. 
  WRITTEN REPORT:  addresses recent departmental training in Grayling where on-
the-job fatality-prevention was the focus (“Below 100”); aid with Easter Egg Airport Drop; 
and flood management which ended with zero injuries or deaths. 

 Department of Public Works – Director Buck Vallad reporting 
 MONTHLY WRITTEN REPORT:  submitted for April 2014 addressing flooding, last 
of icy road management, cemetery and airport maintenance, water and sewer volumes. 
Vallad pointed out that in the recent flooding the Muskegon crested at 15.97 inches and 
with volunteer aide greater damage was avoided. 
 ADDITIONALLY:  notes that pothole filling has begun; the conversion of the 
ambulance to a water truck is underway; there are problems with Well #9’s communications 
the electrician has been called; MDOT and Reed City appreciated their aid from Evart 
DPW.   The U.S. 10  MDOT project underway in town revealed that Evart too has a similar 
issue with what appear to be repeatedly paved-around abandoned sewer access, which 
DPW will now fill with concrete to avoid failures.  

 Department of Parks and Recreation – Director Mark Wilson not in attendance 
City Manager alarmed that today he received a call from the Athletic Boosters saying they 
had arranged with Wilson for a 3-on-3 event three weeks from now at the Middle School 
outdoor courts but that Wilson’s assistant did not have this on the calendar, nor was 
Szakacs aware of it and therefore had not budgeted for it (court painting/fence fixing/liability 
insurance).  Discussion ensued as to the benefits of delivering a crowd to the city limits but 
the financial drain in a tight fiscal moment.  Corporate sponsorship of the repainted 
backboards vs. acquisition of new ones was debated.  Foster was corrected when he 
assumed it was school property vs. city-owned.  Szakacs shared frustration of Boosters 
keeping 100% of monies raised while City spends its money to prep for tourney.   
Unidentified Citizen notes that normally these are conducted inside of the highschool gym, 
adding that Chris Morgan did the painting last time.  Sherman urges City Manger to talk it 
through gingerly with the Boosters seeing if under our tight budget there can be a “win-win”. 

 City Attorney – Jim White reporting 
Finally a breakthrough with Dean’s Dairy, its unpaid Sewer commitments are resolved; 
already $2,300 is coming in.  Teamster negotiations are underway. 
  
Moved by Keysor, seconded by Sherman … 
… Adjournment at 7:52 p.m.  
     
 *  City Clerk required resubmission of Resolution as presented in order  to address typos; Attorney 
  adjusted and all legally binding signatures were applied accordingly.  


